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Tallil Signs On With American Forces Radio 


Reimbursement for Airline 
Ticket Purchases 


Rotating personnel who self-procure 
commercial airline tickets should be 
aware of the following guidelines 
BEFORE making = any purchase. 
Because Tallil Air Base does not have a 
Commercial Travel Office to arrange 
onward transportation, AFI 24-101 
paragraph 4.26.2 permits the purchase 
of commercial airline tickets, under the 
following guidelines: 


The traveler must obtain a letter 
and a briefing from Traffic 
Management Office at Tallil Air 
Base, Iraq prior to departure. 


Commercial airline ticket purchases 
are authorized if the travel is for 
CONUS travel only and is not 
authorization to purchase foreign 
flag or commercial flag carrier tick- 
ets to/from an overseas location. 


Is only for travel to his/her perma- 
nent duty station and not to any 
other locations (i.e. leave address- 
Es). 


Is only for coach/economy class 
travel. First class and business 
class travel is not authorized. Fares 
used shall be the most cost efficient 
to meet the traveler's needs. 


Travelers are required to purchase 
tickets with his/her Government 
Travel Card if applicable. 


Requires travelers using their GTC, 
to instruct airlines to use available 
GSA city-pair rates for government 
employees. 


Allows reimbursement IAW JFTR, 
Para U3110C. Maximum allow- 
able reimbursement is the cost of 
the ticket not to exceed a coach 
(economy) class fare. 


Does not allow self-procurement of 
rental cars unless previously autho- 
rized in his/her orders. 


Travelers SHOULD NOT PUR- 
CHASE TICKETS VIA THE 
INTERNET without a guaranteed 
GSA city-pair rate. 


Failure to follow the guidelines above 
may result in non-reimbursement for 
commercial air fare. Please direct 
question to Master Sgt. Bobby Brooks 
at DSN 459-1152. 








GREETINGS FROM THE TOP: (left to right), Staff Sgt. Tom Baim, Tech. Sgt. Bob Rolling, and Staff Sgt. Tim Jacks of 
CENTAF’s A67 Engineering and Installation team smile from high atop the 25-meter tower they just helped erect. The tower will 
help boost Land Mobile Radio coverage, plus serve as a transmitter for American Forces Network radio and TV broadcasts. 
(USAF Photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith) 


by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
Editor, Tallil Times 


ust after the U.S entered 
WWII, one of the very first 
military radio stations signed 
on in the Philippines. Operated by 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur's staff, 
the fledgling operation came to life 
on the primitive islands of Bataan 
and Corregidor and opened the 
doors for what eventually became 


the Armed Forces Radio Service. 
Officially charged by the War 
Department to provide quality pro- 
gramming, short wave service and 
broadcast equipment to U.S. mili- 
tary locations overseas, AFRS 
delivered a "touch of home," in the 
form of familiar music, songs and 
voices. At the same time, they also 
gave on-air propaganda vixens 
"Axis Sally" and "Tokyo Rose" 
their first taste of real American 


competition. 

Today, almost 60 years later, 
and now known as the American 
Forces Radio and_ Television 
Service, military members are still 
enjoying that touch of home— 
even in Iraq thanks to the initiative 
of the 407th Expeditionary 
Communications Squadron. 

"About 2 months ago, we wrote 
to the AFRTS headquarters in San 
Antonio and requested receivers to 


Please turn to RADIO, Page 2 
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RADIO: American 
Forces Network 





bring television service in to key 
locations throughout the base," 
said Master Sgt. Michael Wolf, 
407th AEG Missions Systems 
Superintendent. 

Wolf noted that in the original 
request, he had also asked for a 
small 15-watt frequency modulat- 
ed (FM) radio transmitter to 
receive and rebroadcast radio sig- 
nals around the base and surround- 
ing areas. 

However, according to Wolf, 
there were concerns generated by 
higher headquarters that broad- 
casting American music over the 
open airwaves may make the U.S. 
appear as if it is an occupying 
force, and may have long-terms 
plans to stay in the area. 

While Wolf was resolved that if 
they could just get the small 15- 
watt transmitter, they would at 
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least be able to provide a weak 
AFRTS signal to most of the base. 
But they were pleasantly surprised 
when they discovered—after over 
60 days of waiting—that Tallil Air 
Base had finally been approved by 
CENTAF communication planners 
for not one, but two 90-watt trans- 
mitters. 

"We lucked out and got double 
what we asked for," he said. 

So with the approval and the 
equipment in hand, all they needed 
was to get it up and running. 

"AFRTS had planned to send a 
team out to install the system," 
said Wolf. "But Maj. Craig 
Wilcox, (commander of the 407th 
ECS) felt confident we could do 
the job, so he asked us to take the 
installation on as a project." 

And they did. 

According to Wolf, the project 
is not something that normally 
falls within their scope of duties. 

"This is a first for us as we real- 
ly don't do much on the FM side," 
he said. "Our business is pretty 


much long haul communications- 
bringing in stuff like telephone ser- 
vice and NIPRNET and such." 

But Wolf adds the project has 
been a resounding success. He 
said the additional transmitter and 
the bigger transmitters now allow 
the broadcast signal to almost 
make it to Baghdad. 

"The conditions here are just 
perfect for an FM signal," he said. 
"However, we don't know exactly 
how far our signal goes, because 
we can’t go off base to test it." 

Wolf estimates the signal to 
extend about 100 miles. 

"The airspace here is pretty 
clean," he said. "The air is dry. 
Everything is pretty low, and there 
are no tall buildings or other sig- 
nals to compete with." 

However, even in Iraq, you 
can't just stick an antenna in the air 
and start broadcasting. 

"Allocation of the (broadcast) 
frequency spectrum is just like a 
natural resource—just like gold, or 
oil or diamonds or anything else," 


said Wolf. "So we (the coalition 
forces) have to ask permission first 
(before broadcasting) because we 
don't want to give anyone the 
wrong idea." 

Service members—and anyone 
with an FM-band receiver—can 
tune into American Forces Radio 
Service programming at 100.1 FM 
or 107.3 FM. 

Wolf says 100.1 FM will carry 
classic rock programming in the 
morning and 90s rock in the after- 
noon with periodic command 
information broadcasts throughout 
the day. 

However, 107.3FM will broad- 
cast country music in the morning 
and afternoon with a variety of 
musical genres in the evening. 

Today, AFRTS provides multi- 
ple television and audio services to 
military audiences in 177 coun- 
tries, U.S. territories, and on board 
U.S. Navy ships. 


Deadline Nears for 
Acquisition Corps Applicants 


(Courtesy U.S. Army News _ Service) 
Officers that are branch qualified at company 
level and are graduates of the captains career 
course should apply now if they want to 
become a member of the Army Acquisition 
Corps, officials said. 

The annual U.S. Army Personnel 
Command acquisition candidate accession 
board will take place Sept. 15 through 19. The 
year group in consideration is primarily 1997 


officers; however, those in other year groups 
may apply for accession, officials said. 

Officers in year group 1998 and junior 
may request consideration if they are already 
branch qualified, but must receive the concur- 
rence of their branch, officials said. 

All candidates must have a baccalaureate 
degree. Desired disciplines for either bac- 
calaureate or master’s degree are business, 
management, science, engineering, or other 
technical fields, officials said. 

Officers can volunteer for accession by 
providing the acquisition management branch 
a letter with an information copy to their basic 


branch. In order to be accepted for processing, 
request for consideration by the board must 
arrive at PERSCOM by Aug. 15. Officers 
Should submit a memorandum _ to: 


President PERSCOM Acquisition 
Candidate Accession Board 
ATTN: TAPC-OPB-E 

200 Stovall Street 

Alexandria, VA 22332-0411 


The PERSCOM point of contact for the 
acquisition board is Richard C. Yager, DSN 
221-3127 or commercial (703) 325-3127. 
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This funded newspaper is a duly 
authorized publication for mem- 
bers of the U.S. military serving 
in Iraq. Contents of the TALLIL 
TIMES are not necessarily the 
views of, or endorsed by the 
U.S. Government, the 
Department of Defense, or the 
Department of the Air Force or 
the Department of the Army. 


The editorial content is edited, 
prepared and provided by the 
Tallil Air Base Public Affairs 
office. All photographs are Air 
Force photographs unless oth- 
erwise indicated. 


The TALLIL TIMES accepts 
stories, photographs and com- 
mentaries, which may be sub- 
mitted to the PA staff located in 


the Wing Operations Center 
(WOC), or can be sent directly 
to the newspaper at 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af. 
mil. 


Deadline for submission is 2:00 
p.m. Thursday the week before 
publication. All submissions are 
edited for content and Air Force 
journalistic style. Submission of 
articles and photos does not 
guarantee publication. The edi- 
tor reserves the right to publish, 
reject and edit all news stories in 
accordance with the TALLIL 
TIMES editorial policy.For more 
information, visit the PA office 
located in the WOC or call at 
459-0014 or e-mail the editorial 
staff at  407.pa@tlab.aor- 
centaf.af.mil. 


Words for Warriors 


“When you see a rattlesnake 
poised to strike, you do not 
wait until he has struck before 
you crush him.” 


--Franklin D. Roosevelt 





IN BRIEF 


All times are local. 


(Worship is at 407th AEG Chapel, unless otherwise noted) 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Monday - Friday 6 p.m. 

Vigil Mass 

Saturday, 6 p.m. 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m. 

RCIA/Adult Education 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

POC: Ch. Theisen, 459-0038 


Noon Prayer/Praise 
Monday through Friday, 11 a.m 


Protestant 

Contemporary Liturgical Communion 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

Liturgical Communion 

Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

Gospel Service 

Sunday, 11:45 a.m. 

Contemporary "Non-denominational" 
Sunday, 7 p.m. 

POC: Ch. Ericson, 459-0038 


36th EN Group 

Sunday, 8:30 a.m.,8 p.m., 36th EN Briefing Tent 
Bible Study, Wednesday, 8 p.m., 36 EN Briefing Tent 
Bible Study, Friday, 8 p.m., 109th EN BN DFAC Area 
POC: Ch. Bedsole, 573-1078 


1/293rd IN 
Sunday, 10 a.m., See Ch. Nedza for location 
Bible Study Nightly, 9 p.m., See Ch. Nedza for location 


63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily Devotional, 12 p.m., Main Building 
POC: Ch. Addams, 833-1032 


92nd Engineer Battalion 

Sunday, 9 a.m., See Ch. Min. 

Wednesday, 8 p.m., See Ch. Min. 

Black Diamond Bible Study, 6 a.m. See Ch. Min. 
POC: Ch. Min, 573-1231 


171st ASG 

Friday, 10 a.m., Community Chapel 

Sunday, | p.m., (Gospel) Community Chapel 
Sunday, 8 a.m., and 8 p.m., 86th CSH 

Wednesday, Bible Study, 8 p.m. Chaplains’ Office 
Tuesday through Thursday, Praise and Prayer, 8 p.m. 
Chaplains’ Office 

POC: Ch. Addams, 833-1032 


189th Combat Support Battalion 

Sunday, 9 a.m., “GO Chapel” 

Tuesday, Choir Practice, 8 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
Wednesday, Bible Study, 8 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
Thursday, Bible Alive, 8:30 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
POC: Ch. Young, 573-1288/1289 


450th Movement Control Battalion 
Sunday, 10 a.m., North end of main building 
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Thursday, Bible Study, North end of main building 
POC: Ch. Souter, 833-1005 


Latter Day Saints 


Lay-Led Service 
Sunday, 2 p.m. 
POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 


Jewish 
Lay-Led Service Friday, 7 p.m. 
POC: Ch. Ericson, 459-0038 


Muslim 
Prayer 
Daily, 12:30 p.m., sunset, LSA Adder Chapel 


Women's 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Administrative Office 
Men's 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Chapel Annex 
Catholic 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Chapel Annex 

LDS Study 

Thursday, 7 p.m., Chapel Annex 

All Gender/All Ranks 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. Administrative Office 
Chaplain's Bible Basics 

Saturday, 8:30 p.m. 


Various Faiths 

Sunday 

Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 

Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Catholic Service) ROK Army Chapel 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Buddhist Service) ROK Army Chapel 
Daily, Morning Prayer, 4:30 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 
POC: Ch. Lee, 573-1227 


Muslim 

Prayer 

Daily, 12:30 p.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily, Sunset, 63rd Signal Battalion 


Chapel Movie Night 

On Wednesday nights, the Air Force chaplains sponsor 
Movie Night. The movie is free and open to all Tallil 
Personnel. The movie begins at 7 p.m. in the new 407th 
AEG chapel, located in the center of Tent City. 


Do not use workplace phones for morale call purposes. 


Driving on Base 

The speed limit on base is 30km/20mph, Helmets are 
required in all tactical All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV’s) and 
“Gators.” All drivers must observe all traffic signs, and wear 
seat belts at all times. Passengers are also required to wear 
seat belts. 


Run Routes 

Running in groups of two or larger is authorized in two loca- 
tions: from the BX/PX parking lot and off the main gate road 
toward the burn pit. The required uniform is T-shirt and 
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shorts or pants. Running is not authorized on any other 
road. 


Ammunition Storage 

The 38th Ordnance Group provides ammunition storage for 
units on Tallil Air Base. Contact Mr. Matheson at 573-1258 
for more information. 


Unexploded Ordnance 

Do not touch unexploded ordnance. Do not travel off the 
hardpack except in areas cleared by EOD. There are still 
thousands of UXO on this base. Army - Report all UXO to 
"Bomber Base" on tactical radios or call 573-1074. Air 
Force - Report all UXO to "Command Post" on the CC Net 
or call the Command Post at 459-0000 or EOD at 459- 
0108/9. 


Liggurat of Ur 

U.S. Army personnel wishing to visit the Ziggurat will need 
to obtain a pass. For information, U.S. Army personnel 
should call 573-1107. 


Air Force Services has expanded its tour schedule to include 
2 afternoon visits to the Ziggurat. For info, please call the 
Air Force Rec Tent at 459-0121. The schedule now looks 
like this: 


Saturdays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 
10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m. at the Rec Tent) 


Sundays and Wednesdays: 
2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m. at the Rec Tent) 


Bring helmet, flack jacket and weapon. 


AAFES BX/PX 


AAFES hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


NOTICE 


To help everyone get the most out of their facilities and stay 
good neighbors, the Zallil Times reminds all readers that 
each MKT, dining hall, shower tent, latrine tent and morale 
tent is specially sited, stocked and serviced for certain num- 
bers of people in a certain area. These amenities work well 
if only those people use them, but additional people rapidly 
use up whatever food, water and “stuff’ were planned for 
the intended users. If you aren’t among the intended users, 
you take away from those who are and in the long run hurt 
that unit’s ability to properly serve their people. Help oth- 
ers and yourself to have enough when you need it. 


AMERICAN FORCES 
RADIO SERVIC 


FM 100.1 and FM 107.3 





YJ 
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WORTH A CLICK! 


TAREE S*BEST OF he Net 


by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
Editor, Tallil Times 


I think most people at Tallil prob- 
ably hear about the Ziggurat of 

Ur long before they hear about 
the mission of the base itself. Indeed, 
we are situated right next to one of the 
most fabulous finds in_ early 
Mesopotamian history. 

While a visit to the Ziggurat is excit- 
ing in itself, it can be even more enjoy- 
able when you spend a few moments 
online before you don the battle-rattle 
and begin your trek. 

One of the better information sites I 
have found on the Zig is a Jordanian 
Internet design site that embraces the 
name of Ur. While they make a seri- 
ous commercial play on the name of 
this mysterious and ancient city, the 
company has taken time to include a 
really interesting section that offers a 
concise history of both Ur and its 
famous temple. 

Perhaps the most intriguing section 
is the inclusion of Lament of the 
Destruction of Ur. The poem is an 
excerpt from ancient Sumerian litera- 
ture fond on one of thousands of exca- 
vated tablets found in and around the 
site. Translated in Thorkild 
Jacobsen’s The Treasures of Darkness: 
A History of Mesopotamian Religion, 
the poem tells of the goddess of Ur, 
Ningal, and how she has suffered under 
her sense of the city’s coming doom. 

While the poem is a bit difficult to 
read, it provides an amusing story of 
how the gods allegedly destroyed the 
city for selfish purposes. 

The history of the Zig is definitely 
worth a click, even if you don’t read the 
ancient poem. By educating yourself a 
bit before you hit the trail to the temple, 
you'll find the trip more meaningful 
than just a jog to a big pile of rocks. 
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eMILPO to Replace SIDPERS3 in August 


Courtesy U.S. Army News Service 


WASHINGTON (Army News Service, July 
16, 2003) -- The Army's new electronic mili- 
tary personnel office, eMILPO, will improve 
basic personnel actions and save soldiers' time, 
officials said, when it goes online Aug. 1. 

The system is the next major step for Army 
personnel transformation, according to offi- 
cials at the U.S. Army Personnel Command in 
Alexandria, Va. 

First there were morning reports prepared 
by first sergeants. Soldiers in line to get paid 
were common practice in the Army in the 
1980s. 

Then came several versions of the Standard 
Installation Division Personnel System, known 
as SIDPERS. Permanent change-of-station 
departure and arrival transactions are examples 


how SIDPERS "tracks" soldiers today. 

The new eMILPO is a web-based system 
and will require little training, officials said. 

The eMILPO system, however, is an inter- 
im step toward a much larger, multi-service, 
integrated personnel and pay management sys- 
tem called DIMHRS, officials said. They said 
the Defense Integrated Mulitary Human 
Resources System will be driven primarily by 
PeopleSoft8, a pure Internet commercial-off- 
the-shelf software. 

The Army will be the first service to imple- 
ment DIMHRS when it comes online next 
year, PERSCOM officials said. 


A SPECIAL FAREWELL: Col. Lawrence M. Larsen, commander of the Army’s 171st ASG and Col. John M. 
Dobbins, outgoing commander of the 407th AEG, mug it up for the camera at a farewell party held Tuesday evening 
in the Tallil Tavern. The two joked that they would once again be neighbors stateside when Dobbins returns to 


www.ur.com.jo/ur2.htm 
Pope Air Force Base, N.C. and Larsen returns to Ft. Bragg. (USAF Photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith) 
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Baathist Opposition Organized, Coalition Faces 
"Guerrilla-type Campaign’ 


By Linda D. Kozaryn 


American Forces Press Service 


WASHINGTON, July 16, 2003 — U.S. and 
coalition forces are facing organized opposition 
by Baathist remnants throughout Iraq, U.S. 
Army Gen. John Abizaid told reporters at the 
Pentagon July 16. 

On the eve of his departure to the region, the 
new commander of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and U.S. Central Command joined Larry Di 
Rita, acting assistant defense secretary for pub- 
lic affairs, at the podium to give an update on 
the security situation in Iraq. 

The general said mid-level Baathist intelli- 
gence, Special Security Organization and 
Special Republican Guard people "have orga- 
nized at the regional level in cellular structure 
and are conducting what I would describe as a 
classical guerrilla-type campaign against us. It's 
low-intensity conflict in our doctrinal terms, but 
it's war, however you describe it. 

"We're seeing a cellular organization of six 
to eight people armed with (rocket-propelled 
grenades), machine guns, etc., attacking us, 
sometimes at times and places of their choos- 
ing, and at other times, we attack them at times 
and places of our choosing. They are receiving 
financial help from probably regional-level 
leaders." 

Di Rita pointed out that the coalition's oppo- 
nents have one objective, and that is to restore 
the regime of Saddam Hussein. The tactics they 
use will change, he stressed. At the moment, 
"they're using the tactics Gen. Abizaid has 
described." 

"And for those who wish to discuss whether 
it's this type of war or that type of war, it's 
always better to keep in mind what they're after, 
and what they're after is to restore Saddam's 
regime to power," he added. 

Although the level of resistance isn't escalat- 
ing in numbers of incidents, Abizaid said, the 
resistance is getting more organized. The Iraqis 
are learning and adapting to coalition tactics, 
techniques and procedures. 

"At the tactical level, they're better coordi- 
nated," he said. "They're less amateurish, and 
their ability to use improvised explosive 
devices and combine the use of these explosive 
devices with some sort of tactical activity — say 
for example, attacking the quick reaction forces 
— 1s more sophisticated." 

Coalition forces are also adapting to the 
Iraqi opposition's tactics, techniques and proce- 
dures. "We can handle the tactical problems that 





A Army Gen. John Abizaid, commander, U.S. Central Command, briefs reporters at the Pentagon July 16. On the 
eve of his departure for the Persian Gulf, the new commander said U.S. and coalition forces are facing more orga- 
nized resistance in Iraq. (DoD Photo by R. D. Ward) 


are presented," the general said. U.S. and coali- 
tion forces are doing a magnificent job dealing 
with the current situation, he added. 

"War is a struggle of wills," Abizaid noted. 
"You look at the Arab press (and) they say, "We 
drove the Americans out of Beirut. We drove 
them out of Somalia. We'll drive them out of 
Baghdad.' That's just not true. They're not dri- 
ving us out of anywhere." 

Just as U.S. and coalition forces take casual- 
ties, they also "cause casualties to be inflicted 
upon the enemy because we are at war," he said. 
Abizaid noted that as many Americans have 
died in offensive actions against enemy forces 
as have been killed in enemy attacks. 

U.S. and coalition troops are doing a mag- 
nificent job in Iraq, Abizaid said, and he 
believes the current force level of about 
148,000 American and 13,000 coalition troops 
is "about right." 

"If the current situation gets worse," he 
added, "I won't hesitate to ask for more 
(troops)." 

"It's not a matter of boots per square meter," 
the commander stressed. "If I could do one 
thing as a commander right now, I would focus 
my intelligence like a laser on where the prob- 
lem is, which is mid-level Baathist leaders. 
We're trying to do that, and as we do that, we'll 
find that we have more success." 

The goal in Iraq is to reduce the level of vio- 


lence so that governance can move forward, 
Abizaid said, but progress toward this goal will 
most likely be met with more violence. 

"You have to understand that there will be an 
increase in violence as we achieve political suc- 
cess," he said. Those "who have a stake in 
ensuring the defeat of the coalition realize that 
time is getting short" as Iraqis become more 
involved in governing themselves. 

Local government throughout Iraq, particu- 
larly in the North and the South, is moving 
ahead in a "spectacular way," Abizaid said. "In 
the areas where we're having difficulties with 
the remnants of the regime, it's less secure and 
people that cooperate with us are at risk. We 
have to create an environment where those peo- 
ple do not feel at risk. That means we have to 
take our military activity to the enemy and we 
have to defeat these cells." 

Di Rita noted that the Iraqi governing coun- 
cil that met for the first time this week in 
Baghdad is an important step toward Iraqi self- 
rule. On the down side, there are reports that a 
local mayor was killed July 16. 

"There will continue to be targeting of our 
successes," Di Rita said. "We understand that. 
There will be more set backs along the way; we 
understand that. But we will not be deterred. 
Saddam Hussein's regime is gone, and it is not 
coming back." 
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Talli’s Expeditionary Prayer Force 





A READY FOR ANYTHING: Chaplain (Capt.) Eugene Theisen holds the tools of his 
trade. As a Catholic priest and member of the 407th AEG Chapel Staff, Theisen car- 
ries with him at all times a vial of holy water for blessings, a stole for hearing confes- 
sions and holy oil for anointing the sick, hurt or injured. 


Story and Photo 
By 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez 


407th AEG Chief of Public Affairs 


aring for casualties, nurtur- 

ing the living and honoring 
the dead—all are goals of a divine 
organization that strives daily to 
uplift the morale and spirituality of 
the men and women who serve at 
Tallil Air Base, Iraq. 

Within the walls of the Tallil 
Chapel, a four-member chapel 
staff stands ready to help those 
who seek religious growth—or 
simply a sympathetic ear. 

“We're here to be a way for peo- 
ple to recognize there is a higher 
purpose," said Chaplain (Capt.) 
Eugene Theisen, 407th Air 
Expeditionary Group Catholic 


priest. “We're visible reminders 
that there is something out there 
bigger than what we are.” 

But don’t be confused, chap- 
lains don’t just do business in the 
chapel. They are probably the 
most visible of all the organiza- 
tions as they frequently visit peo- 
ple in their respective work centers 
to see first-hand how troops are 
doing. Theisen added that often a 
simple walk around the base can 
turn into more than a neighborly 
stroll as airmen flock to them with 
requests of all sorts. 

"I've had people ask, 'Father 
can you bless this cross?,'" Theisen 
said. 

Determined to be ready to bless 
just about anything that comes his 
way, Theisen grabbed a standard- 
issue web gear pouch and filled it 


with what he refers to as his 
“implements of holiness.” So in a 
pocket-sized green canvas pouch, 
he carefully packed a vial of holy 
water for blessings, a stole for 
hearing confessions and holy oil 
for anointing the sick, hurt or 
injured. 

“It's a Christian combat assault 
kit,” he joked. 

Contrary to popular thought, 
military chapels do not promote 
one religion over another, said 
Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Rodger 
Ericson, 407th AEG head chap- 
lain. 

“Our role is really to help with 
morale as well as religious rights 
and services,” he said. 

The fact that each chaplain is 
from a specific denomination does 
not restrict the chapel’s ability to 
offer a full spectrum of religious 
services. In some cases, a lay 
leader can be appointed to repre- 
sent other faiths, such as Judaism. 

“Lay leaders can lead different 
denominations,” Ericson said. 

“They provide the service and 
we provide the oversight and the 
facility.” 

Tallil’s chapel has recently 
undergone renovations and is 
expanding to accommodate a 
growing staff and congregation. 
The chapel has recently added sep- 
arate office space to allow more 
privacy for those seeking spiritual 
guidance or counseling. 

"A lot of times, is just venting," 
said Ericson about requests for 
counseling. 

According to Ericson, marital 
problems seem to be one of the 
more common concerns among 
those he has counseled. Sometimes 
there are actual cases of infidelity, 
but the chaplain says simply the 
perception thereof can be part of 
the problem too. 

"There's a lot of suspicion back 
home because of the old myth 
'what goes TDY stays TDY,' he 
said. "It creates serious tensions." 

But people experiencing mari- 
tal or other problems—at all lev- 
els—can always turn to the chap- 


lains. Their unique organization 
and mission enables them to offer 
a service that can't be matched by 
any other base agency. 

“We're really the one place 
(people) can come and be guaran- 
teed confidentiality, where they 
can come and speak about any- 
thing," Thiesen said. “It's a great 
program that we offer and I wish 
more people would take advantage 
of it.” 

With only two chaplains at 
Tallil, it’s not always easy to keep 
a finger on the pulse of the base 
populace. So, they rely heavily on 
two enlisted assistants to be the 
“extra eyes and ears” they need. 

Just like chaplains, chapel 
assistants make their way through 
the base. 

“We also visit with the troops to 
make sure they're doing well," said 
Staff Set. John Virden, 407th AEG 
chaplain assistant. 

The assistants indicate that their 
junior enlisted status gives them a 
distinct advantage when relating to 
the younger airmen, Ericson said. 

But the assistants also perform 
another function for the chap- 
lains—a function they can't do for 
themselves. They carry a weapon. 

“During wartime, we become 
bodyguards for the chaplains 
because they're non-combatants," 
said Staff Sgt. Jonathan Mathe, 
407th AEG chaplain assistant. 

New to Iraq, the chapel staff is 
happy to be here and looks forward 
to a memorable experience at Tallil 
AB. 

“To me, the Lord said ‘go there 
and I will lead you,’” Ericson said. 

“Tt's really an exciting place to 
be.” 


TALLIL CHAPEL 
MOVIE NIGHT 


On Wednesday nights, the Air Force 
chaplains sponsor Movie Night. The 
movie is free and open to all Tallil 
Personnel. The movie begins at 7 p.m. 
in the new 407th AEG chapel, located 
in the center of Tent City. 





NEWS 


on the go 


SPP to Expand 
National Guard Bureau 
Chief Lt. Gen. H. Steven 
Blum recently told repre- 
sentatives from all 50 
states and 4 territories at 
2003 State Partnership for 
Peace Program Workshop 
in Monterey, Calif. 

This program will exist, 
this program will expand, 
and this program will be 


supported," he recently 
told Guard representatives 
from the 54 states and ter- 
ritories during the 

Guard officials in 36 
states, two territories and 
the District of Columbia — 
from Puerto Rico to Guam 
-- have developed partner- 
ships with 38 countries 
around the world since the 
program got its modest 
start in January 1993 


Shades of Delay 
The refurbished Armed 
Forces Recreation Center 
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Shades of Green on Walt 
Disney World Resort won't 
open till March 1, 2004, 
instead of the originally 
planned Dec. 15, 2003, 
date. 

Unexpected construc- 
tion delays caused officials 
to move the date back 76 
days, according to Peter F. 
Isaacs, chief operating offi- 
cer at the U.S. Army 
Community and Family 
Support Center. 

For more information, 
access www.shadesof- 
green.org or call toll free 1- 


888-593- 2242. 


Army-Navy Game 
Purple Heart recipients 
from previous conflicts get 
a chance to attend the 2003 
Army- Navy football game 
TOL Ifce: 

A number of military 
veterans who've earned the 
medal will be selected by 
the Veterans of Foreign 
War to attend the classic in 
Philadelphia over the Dec. 
5-7, 2003, weekend, 
according to a VFW press 
release. 
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Veterans selected for 
the trip are required to pro- 
vide official documenta- 
tion showing award of the 


Purple Heart. 
The VFW's national 
headquarters in Kansas 


City, Mo., must receive 
contest entries by Sept. 5. 
Winners will be notified by 
mail or e-mail by Sept. 30. 

For more information 
visit www.vfw.org/foot- 
ball/entryformvnmemori- 
al.htm. 


Long-Term Care Enrollment Continues 


RANDOLPH AIR FORCE 
BASE, Texas (AFPN)  -- 
Initial enrollment for long- 
term-care insurance has 
ended, but, people can still 
apply for care, according to 
Air Force Personnel Center 
officials here. People eligi- 


ble include Air Force 
active-duty, selected 
Reserve, §appropriated- 


fund civilian employees, 
retirees and qualified fami- 
ly members. 

The insurance does not 
have an annual open sea- 
son like many other health- 
care programs, officials 
said. The initial open 


enrollment season was 
held during 2002 to intro- 
duce the program, and offi- 
cials have not decided 
when there will be another 
open season. 

The federal program is a 
benefit authorized by 
Congress in September 
2000 to help federal 
employees, including mili- 
tary, defray the rising costs 
of long-term care. This can 
include home care, nursing 
home care or assisted-liv- 
ing facilities for people no 
longer able to perform nor- 
mal daily activities 
because of chronic mental 


or physical conditions, 
officials said. 

More information on the 
insurance program and 
how to enroll is available 
online at www.l|tcfeds.com 
-- or by calling (800) 582- 
3337 or TDD (800) 843- 
3557. Offices are open 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. EDT week- 
days and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays. 

Employees may enroll at 
any time under one of two 
application processes: 

-- Full-underwriting appli- 
cation. The majority of 
employees enrolling will 
use the full-underwriting 


Airmen Can Carry Over More Leave 


RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas 
(AFPN) -- Some active-duty airmen will be 
allowed to accumulate more than 60 days of 
annual leave after the fiscal year ends, 
according to Air Force Personnel Center offi- 
cials here. The airmen must have been unable 
to take leave because they were supporting 


contingency operations. 


Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve 
airmen who performed full-time training or 
other full-time duty for more than 29 days are 
also eligible for this special leave accrual. 
Those affected can retain up to 90 days of 
leave until the end of fiscal 2004, according 
officials. 


to personnel 


application. 

-- Abbreviated-underwrit- 
ing application. The abbre- 
viated-application process 
is limited to new spouses 
of current employees with- 
in 60 days of marriage and 
newly hired and rehired 
employees within 60 days 
of date of hire. It can also 
be used by temporary 
employees converting to 
permanent appointments 
within 60 days of appoint- 
ment. 

Employees returning 
from a nonpay status 
(including reservists called 
to active duty) may also 


"This program is meant to enable people 
to take (the) leave they've earned," said 
Master Sgt. Don Taylor, the customer support 
Operations superintendent at the center. "In 
order for the program to work as planned, 
though, those affected need to take not only 
the leave they are carrying over now, but also 


the leave they will earn during the next fiscal 


year, or they may lose leave next year." 
Those who meet the criteria for having 
excess leave should apply for special leave 
accrual through command channels. For 
more information, contact customer service 
at the local military personnel flight. 


(Courtesy of AFPC News Service) 


enroll using the abbreviat- 
ed process within 60 days 
of return to duty. This 
applies as long as they 
were in a nonpay status 
more than three months of 
the initial open season. If 
these employees choose 
not to enroll during their 
60 day window, they may 
still apply later through the 
full-underwriting process. 
(AFPC News Service) 


Air Force TV News 


News that 


matters to 
you...here. 
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TOWER OF POWER: CENTAF’s A67 Engineering and Installation team put the last sec- 
tion on a new 25-meter tower at Tallil Air Base. The tower will help boost Land Mobile Radio 
coverage, plus to serve as a transmitter for American Forces Network radio and TV broad- 
casts. (USAF Photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith) 





FAMOUS PAINTINGS: Colorful paintings abound around many of the older buildings on 
Tallil Air Base. This one was found in the 407th ELRS building.(USAF Photo by Master Sgt. 
Deb Smith) INTERNATIONAL TRADE ZONE: Maj. Michiel Teunisse of the Dutch Army 
negotiates with a vendor at the Ziggurat of Ur for a small camel hair rug. Regularly scheduled 
tours of the Ziggurat are available through the 407th AEG ESVS. (USAF Photo by 2nd Lt. 
Gerardo Gonzalez) 





BEST 


—Give Us Your— 


SHOT 





Here’s How 


We want to see Tallil Air Base and the sur- 
rounding areas from the inside out and we 
need your help. If you’ve got a digital camera, 
then we want to talk to you! 

Send us your best digital photo for the week 


and we'll chose the top shots to be published in 
the next Tallil Times. 

When submitting photos, make sure they are 
of reasonable quality, and are in a .jpg or .gif 


format. Next, make sure you provide us with an 
accurate description of the event and COM- 
PLETE names of all persons pictured. 

Photos without complete information cannot 





be considered. Photos must be in good taste 
and not compromise safety or security in any 
manner. 

If you have questions, please contact the 
Public Affairs Office at DSN 459-0014 or send 
your questions directly to 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 
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Next BRAC Will Reflect Changing Times 


By Jerry Gilmore 


American Forces Press Service 


There were 97 major base closures and 55 
major realignments during previous base 
realignment and closure actions in 1988, 1991, 
1993 and 1995, according to DoD documents. 

Besides cutting redundant infrastructure, 
those BRACS resulted in a net savings of $16 
billion through fiscal 2001, according to DoD 
figures, and annually recurring savings of $6 
billion beyond then. 

However, almost a decade has passed since 
the last BRAC was conducted, Raymond 
DuBois, deputy undersecretary of defense for 
installations and environment, noted during a 
July 10 Pentagon interview. Congress autho- 
rized DoD to execute a new BRAC round in 
2005. 

Much has changed since 1995, DuBois 
emphasized, pointing to today's war against 
global terrorism. 

"A great deal has changed in the last 10 
years that ought to lead any thinking person to 
the conclusion that ... (another BRAC) is a 
good thing to do," he said. 

The next BRAC will affect stateside and 


U.S. territory bases. DoD, he added, is also 
looking at its global military force structure to 
see if it meets today's national security needs. 
Lessons learned from 9-11 and the ensuing war 
on terrorism, DuBois noted, suggest that adjust- 
ments should also be conducted with forces sta- 
tioned overseas. 

And besides trimming excess real estate 
that's costly to maintain, he explained, another 
BRAC would assist DoD to become more 
"joint." 

"We ought to look at how all four services 
can utilize a reconfigured footprint to better 
support the warfighting plans of the combatant 
commanders," DuBois said. 

Although not addressed in the 2005 BRAC, 
it's well known, DuBois pointed out, that "there 
are (overseas) places where we have a concen- 
tration of troops basically as a legacy from the 
Cold War -- as a legacy of the post-World War 
II situation between the Warsaw Pact and 
NATO." 

The Cold War "has gone away," he asserted. 
Consequently, he pointed out, there is no longer 
a need for having 70,000 U.S. troops based in 
Germany. In fact, DuBois noted that U.S. com- 
batant commanders are slated to meet soon to 


Name: 
Staff Sgt. Nolan Lawson 


Occupation: 
Medical Service Journeyman 


Unit: 407th EFS 


Why Other Warriors Say He’s a 
Warrior.” Staff Sgt. Lawson provided a 
much needed drainage system for the 
hand-washing unit at A-10 operations 
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system for the flight medical tent. ” 
Master Sgt. Norm Evans 
407th EFS First Sgt. 


Most Memorable Air Force 
Experience: “Going to visit the Kohbar 
Towers in Saudia Arabia just after the 
bombing in 1996. | was there 2 weeks 
after the bombing.” 
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Leslie (Wife) and sons, Garrett 
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study today's worldwide basing and warfighting 
needs. 

The 2005 BRAC, DuBois noted, will recon- 
figure stateside military infrastructure to meet 
the realities of the 21st century. Some installa- 
tions, he explained, will gain assets while oth- 
ers will be closed. 

"The secretary of defense, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs (of Staff) and the combatant 
commanders have learned that our force struc- 
ture is not necessarily positioned in the right 
place," DuBois pointed out, to carry out U.S. 
military deployment and warfighting plans in 
the most efficient way. 

Another potential result derived from anoth- 
er round of base realignments and closures, 
DuBois noted, is fewer duty station moves: 
Remaining military installations would be in 
advantageous locations related to their military 
missions. 

Basically, the war against global terrorism 
has caused DoD to rethink "what opportunities 
should we have for basing, for deployment, for 
supply lines — globally," DuBois concluded. 


Words for Warriors 


“In the future days, which we seek to 
make secure, we look forward to a 
world founded upon four essential 
human freedoms. 


The first is freedom of speech and 
expression—everywhere in the world. 


The second is freedom of every per- 
son to worship God in his own way— 
everywhere in the world. 


The third is freedom from want— 
which, translated into world terms, 


means economic understandings 
which will secure to every nation a 
healthy peacetime life for its inhabi- 
tants--everywhere in the world. 


The fourth is freedom from fear— 
which, translated into world terms, 
means a world-wide reduction of 
armaments to such a point and in such 
a thorough fashion that no nation will 
be in a position to commit an act of 
physical aggression against any neigh- 
bor—anywhere in the world.” 


—Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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FOLLOW THAT STORY... 


KEEPING TRACK OF CONTINUING TALLIL NEWS 


Discount Air Fares for Leisure 
Travel Still Out There, But Hurry 


By Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
Editor, Tallil Times 


Several weeks ago, the Zallil Times reported 
that three U.S. air carriers announced deep cuts 
in ticket prices for U.S. military personnel. 
Alaska Air, Horizon Air and US Airways have 
each launched supersaver programs designed to 
thank American troops for their continuing ser- 
vice both at home and abroad. We’ll they’re 
still available—if you hurry. 

“Thank You Fares,” a program from Alaska 
Air and Horizon Air, now offers savings of up 
to 45 percent off regular fares to active and 
reserve military members, as well as any imme- 
diate family members who travel with them. 

“We want to show our appreciation in a tan- 
gible way for the dedication and sacrifice made 
by the men and women of the armed forces,” 
said Bill Ayer, Alaska Airlines president and 
CEO. "As many of them return from abroad, 
they deserve the gratitude of every American." 

The special “Thank You Fare” prices apply 
to travel through Feb. 12, 2004, but tickets must 
be purchased by Sept. 30 of this year. Travel 
must originate in the United States and requires 
a 3-day-advance roundtrip reservation. Tickets 
must be purchased within 24 hours of reserva- 
tion, or three days prior to departure, whichev- 
er comes first. Additionally a Friday or 
Saturday-night stay is required, and travel must 
be completed within 30 days of departure. 
Qualifying travelers must show military I.D. at 
the time of travel. But move quick, because 
seats are limited, and other restrictions apply. 

US Airways’ new “Salute Savings” program 
gives those in uniform access to special fares as 
low as $79 each way, based on the purchase of 





a roundtrip ticket. 

"The service that the men and women of 
the U.S. military provide at home and abroad is 
invaluable," said US Airways President and 
Chief Executive Officer Dave Siegel in a recent 
press release. "This program is designed to 
make special fares and travel bargains available 
for their widespread use." 

US Airways’ “Salute Savings” fares are 
available on all flights originating in the U.S. 
and everywhere US Airways flies, including 
Europe, Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean. 

Tickets are nonrefundable and must be pur- 
chased at least three days in advance of depar- 
ture and require a Saturday night stay. Seats are 
limited, and other restrictions apply. 

Like “Thank You Fares” these discount fares 
are available only to current members of the 
Armed Forces and their immediate families. 
The service member must be part of the travel- 
ing party. Immediate family members include 
any parent, guardian, spouse, or child that has a 
valid military identification card. 

But the one major difference between Thank 
You Fares and Salute Savings is that with 
Salute Savings, the special rates can only be 
obtained through government-contracted com- 
mercial travel offices in the U.S. such as 
SATO. These fares are valid for airfare pur- 
chased through Dec. 31, 2003. Travel must be 
completed by Feb. 12, 2004. 

For information on “Salute Savings” fares, 
military personnel should contact their com- 
mercial travel office. To book “Thank You 
Fares” simply call Horizon Air’s Customer 
Service Desk at 800-547-9308 or Alaska Air at 
800-252-7522. . 


UAVs Enter the Airlift 
Business 
by Jim Garamone 


American Forces Press Service 


ST INIGOES, Md., — The popular idea of 
unmanned aerial vehicles is that they are 
like aggrandized radio-controlled planes, 
good only for reconnaissance and scouting. 
But the UAV flight demonstration at Naval 
Air Station Patuxent River's Webster Field 
July 14 showed there's more to the story. 

These days UAVs carry weapons. Some 
Predator UAVs, now flying missions over 
Iraq and Afghanistan, are armed with 
Hellfire missiles. The Air Force and Navy 
are working together to develop unmanned 
combat aerial vehicles capable of delivering 
ordnance with pinpoint accuracy in combat 
zones deemed too "hot" for manned aircraft. 

And UAVs also may start doing airlift 
missions. A Canadian firm has developed a 
UAV capable of delivering supplies to spe- 
cial operations forces. One, called the 
SnowGoose, can be dropped from another 
aircraft or launched off the back of a 
Humvee. 

The SnowGoose promises pinpoint deliv- 
ery of small cargoes. U.S. Special 
Operations Command has bought five of 
the aircraft, according to MIST Mobility 
Integrated Systems Technology, Inc. U.S. 
officials said the command could ultimately 
buy 74 of the UAVs. 

The aircraft operates with a parasail and 
a "pusher" propeller engine. It can operate 
at altitudes ranging from 200 feet to 18,000 
feet. It is virtually undetectable at altitudes 
of 2,000 feet or more. "That's a good thing, 
because it cruises at about 35 knots," said 
Sean McCann, a company representative 
who showed off the SnowGoose at the 
flight demonstration. 

The SnowGoose could be used to drop 
leaflets, small amounts of ammunition, 
medical supplies and other equipment. 

A small laptop computer allows techni- 
cians to program in a mission, which can 
proceed without another command from the 
ground. Right now, once the mission 1s 
launched, planners cannot change it. 
However, MMIST is working with the UAV 
Systems Office in Huntsville, Ala., on an 
advanced concept technology demonstra- 
tion that will allow planners to change the 
mission at any time. 

Each SnowGoose will cost around 
$250,000. 





